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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EW///, IMCO 

SUB J : IMCO COUNCIL CHAIRMANSHIP 
REF: STATE 157421 

1. BRITISH RESERVING POSITION ON COUNCIL CHAIRMANSHIP. 

NO QUESTION THAT THEY CONTINUE TO HAVE HIGH REGARD FOR 
EDWARDS BUT LANCHIN TOLD US THEY WOULD PREFER TO HOLD 
OFF ON FINAL DECISION ON CHAIRMANSHIP UNTIL IT BECOMES 
CLEAR WHO WILL BE ELECTED TO COUNCIL FOR NEXT BIENNIUM. 

2. CONTACTS WITH SEVERAL IMCO LIAISON OFFICES IN 
LONDON IN ADDITION TO ERTEL OF POLAND (DEPUTY COUNCIL 
CHAIRMAN) WHOM WE HAD A CHANCE TO DISCUSS ISSUE WITH 
IN GENEVA, ELICITED RESPONSES SIMILAR TO THOSE REPORTED 
FROM CAPITALS IN RESPONSE TO REFTEL. IN GENERAL, FROM 
THIS POST, IT APPEARS THAT EDWARDS WILL HAVE WIDE 
SUPPORT FOR ANOTHER TERM AS COUNCIL CHAIRMAN. 

RICHARDSON 
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